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meagre remains of the former apex of the mountain, Morne Lacroix, 
limit this part of the view and the new iron cross on top stands out 
in bold relief against the sky. - The green of the moss-covered crater 
wall contrasts strongly with the bare rock of the cone, but the cone is 
beautiful with warm tones of reddish brown and an occasional streak 
of light yellow from the sulphur deposited by fumaroles, mingled with 
the general gray of the rock. The blunt top of the cone is a quarter of 
a mile across, with jagged pinnacles marking the base of the wonder- 
ful spine of short but famous history, while a chaplet formed of un- 
numbered fumaroles gives it a crown of glory. If only one can see 
this steaming cone in the light of the rising' or the setting sun or 
under the radiance of the full moon, he will carry away with him a 
picture never to be forgotten and never to be confused with that of 
any other mountain. 



THE NINTH INTERNATIONAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
CONGRESS. 

The Congress was held in Geneva July 27th to August 6th, 1908. 
This body has convened in the great capitals and other cities of 
Europe and America, but in none more suitably than in the quiet and 
beautiful city at the foot of Lake Leman, in the heart of Europe, 
flanked by the Jura and the Alps, and long a centre of learning and 
culture. Appropriately also, the sessions were held in the University 
of Geneva, of worthy antiquity,. if not rivalling Bologna and Oxford. 
In front of the University buildings stands a bust of Carl Vogt and 
there runs the Rue de Candolle. Not far away is the street named 
for De Saussure and on the roster of active members of the present 
Congress occur repeatedly the names of De Candolle, De Saussure, 
Forel and Favre, reminding the visitor that Geneva has long been 
and is still a home of geographic knowledge. 

The full list of participants included nearly seven hundred names, 
of which about one hundred and fifty were those of ladies and others 
accompanying the members of the Congress. A full share of notable 
names finds place in the record and in the daily discussions: Pro- 
fessor Penck of Berlin, now in this country lecturing at Columbia 
University; Professors E. de Margerie and Vidal De La Blache of 
Paris, Professor Bruckner of Vienna, Drs. J. Scott Keltie and C. 
Raymond Beazley of England, Professor George G. Chisholm, newly 
appointed to the chair of geography in the University of Edinburgh ; 
Prince Roland Bonaparte, Professor Otto Nordenskjold of Sweden 
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and many others. Among the Americans present were Professors 
H. F. Cleland, W. M. Davis, C. R. Dryer, D. W. Johnson, N. M. 
Fenneman, W. H. Hobbs and A. P. Bfigham ; Dr. Simon Newcomb, 
Dr. Anita Newcomb McGee, Mr. Frank Leverett, the Misses Laura 
and Emily Bell, Mr. Henry G. Bryant, Miss Luella Agnes Owen, 
Dr. David T. Day and Admiral C. M. Chester. 

The Congress had been taking form for many months by the 
strenuous labours of the President, Dr. Arthur de Ckparede of the 
University of Geneva, many times President of the Geographical 
Society of Geneva. His devotion to the Congress was unremitting, 
notwithstanding a long and disturbing illness which confined him to 
his room during the weeks of active preparation preceding the final 
organization of the programme. 

At the opening of the session addresses were given by M. Brenner, 
President of the Swiss Confederation, and by M. Fazy, President of 
the Council of State of 'Geneva. There were also addresses by 
Captain Cagni, of the Italian Navy, representing the government 
delegations ; by Professor Gerland, of Strasburg, for the Universities ; 
by Prince Roland Bonaparte on behalf of Geographical Societies, 
and by Professor W. M. Davis, speaking as a member of the 
Harvard Travelers' Club, in the name of other institutions and 
societies. The second general session was noteworthy and offered 
the following topics : Geographical Education by Councillor of State, 
M. Rosier; Botany and Replanting, by Professor Flahault, of Mont- 
pellier; Leonardo da Vinci and Geography, by Professor Ober- 
hummer, of Vienna, and the report of Professor Penck in relation to 
the proposed map of the world on the scale of i to 1,000.000. Pro- 
gress was reported and a committee formed which later reached 
definite conclusions as to conventional signs and other matters. This 
action was taken in response to a communication from Dr. Henry 
Gannett, of the United States Geological Survey. Among the con- 
clusions of the committee adopted by the Congress in its s-ession of 
August 4 were the following : Each sheet to cover an area of 4 in 
latitude and 6° in longitude, the meridians to be . reckoned from 
Greenwich, the projection to be polyconic, the altitudes to be given 
in metres, also in feet if desired, and the contour interval to be com- 
monly 200 metres, with variations in flat and in mountainous regions. 

An important general session on glacial matters was held under 
the direction of Professor Bruckner and the chief addresses were 
given. by Professors Penck and Brunhes. The latter took up the 
question of glacial erosion, arguing for the special effectiveness of 
sub-glacial waters in the making of valleys. The section devoted to 
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glaciers was marked by large attendance and vigorous discussions. 
In one of the sessions Professor Bruckner took issue with the views 
of Professor Brunhes. 

Polar Exploration received the usual attention. At one general 
session President de Claparede amid applause resigned the chair to 
Captain Cagni, and he in turn introduced Mr. Henry G. Bryant, 
who read a letter from Commander Peary, then en route for the north 
in his new search for the Pole. M. Lecointe, of Belgium, offered a 
plan for international cooperation in Polar research and described 
the organization of an International Polar Institute, and the establish- 
ment of a Polar museum at Brussels. The Congress adopted a 
resolution referring the proposed plan for union with the Belgium 
institution to the several governments concerned. Another general 
session was given in large part to the "Conquest of the South Pole." 
The principal address was made by Professor Otto Nordenskjold, 
nephew of the great head of the Vega expedition. 

Among other addresses M. Ch. Lallemand, of Paris, spoke on 
"La Respiration de la Terre," describing periodic terrestrial tides, 
or oscillations, as set forth by Professor Eckert, of Potsdam. 

Papers by American delegates were as follows: The Physical 
Geography of the Sea (Admiral Chester), Practical Exercises in 
Physical Geography (Professor Davis), The Distribution of the 
Petroleums of the World (Dr. Day), The Missouri River and Its 
Future Importance to the Nations of Europe (Miss Owen). There 
were papers by Mr. Bryant on the Polar Expedition of the Argo 
(1753) ; by Mr. H. L. Bridgman, read by Mr. Bryant, on the Peary 
Arctic Club; by Professor Hobbs on Equipment for Geographical 
Teaching, and by Professor Brigham on the Distribution of Popula- 
tion in the United States. 

Social doings followed close upon one another and gave to the 
delegates most gracious greetings by the city and in some of the 
most delightful homes in Geneva. Thursday, July 30th, was given 
to a general excursion of the entire Congress in two large steamers 
chartered for a complete circuit of the Lake of Geneva. Dinner was 
served at Montreux, Professor Forel gave a brief lecture on the 
Embouchure of the Rhone, and there were many hours of pleasant 
converse and acquaintance. 

For the next meeting of the Congress there were invitations from 
Lisbon, Dresden, Budapest, Queensland, and Rome. After an ani- 
mated debate, Rome was selected by a close vote, the date being 191 1, 
marking the fiftieth anniversary of Italian Independence. 

A. P. B. 



